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BOHOGS - Year in Review

Date Event

17 February Bengalla Mine Site Visit & Technical Meeting, NSW

9 May Peak Downs Mine Site Visit & Technical Meeting, QLD

22 July University of Newcastle Meeting, NSW

15 September BBUGS/BOHOGS BBQ at UQ

25 October I-Site training session – Brisbane

9 November BBUGS and BOHOGS Suppliers Day, QLD

7 December Coppabella Mine site visit and meeting (planned)

It has been challenging to get visits arranged this year for various reasons. We need to 
take any chances we get to convince mine managers of the importance of CPD and 
make them realise that BOHOGS is an excellent vehicle for this. Both for releasing site 
geotechs for BOHOGS events as well as hosting visits.



• 17 Feb – Bengalla Mine visit and technical meeting: Radar 
monitoring and TARP levels presentations and discussions 
(led by John Simmons)

• 9 May - Peak Downs: Once more “Radar monitoring and 
TARP trigger levels” was discussed, also led by John S. An 
attempt is to be made to canvas members for site TARP 
triggers and associated information. A SurveyMonkey
survey is being compiled. 

• 24 & 25 Oct - Galena and I-Site training – Brisbane. Galena 
training postponed to a date to be determined. Good 
feedback on the I-Site training session.

Some notes on technical meetings



BOHOGS - Financial Summary



2017 Committee – Thanks for your efforts

2018 Committee – Nominations. To be ratified during eAGM before end 

of 2017

Position 2017 2018 (nominations)

Chair John Latilla Adrienna Robotham

Vice Chair Gavin Lowing No Change

Secretary Adrienna Robotham Kathryn Young

Treasurer Alison McQuillan Tim Cartledge

Immediate Past Chair Chris Hanson John Latilla

Supplier’s Rep (Sponsor 
coordinator)

Dave Wallis No Change

Bowen Basin Rep Kathryn Young Mike Martin

Hunter Valley Rep Kim Peckett No change

Young Members Rep Vivian Yuan No Change

Webmaster/s (x2) Leigh Bergin / 
Gareth Johnson

Leigh Bergin / Davide
Pistellato

QLD Rep Alison McQuillan / 
Morteza Ghamgosar

NSW Rep Rachel Metcalf No change

Honorary senior member John Simmons No change



• The first notification was not received by all members due to an issue 
with MailChimp and the firewalls of certain companies. A second 
invitation to these two “SurveyMonkey” surveys was sent out at the 
end of July

• The amended constitution was read by 20 respondents who all 
accepted the changes. The amended constitution has now been 
accepted by the members and will be posted on our website for 
reference. The main change is that due to our geographic “spread” it 
is very difficult to arrange an AGM where we can get a good cross 
section of our members. The AGM will now be held electronically (an 
eAGM) and this needs to happen before the end of the calendar year.

• “Customer” satisfaction survey (next slide)

“Customer” satisfaction survey and 
Constitution amendments 



Some Points of Interest
• We had a total of 18 responses – all ordinary members – no responses from sponsors. 

Not sure what to read into that.
• The average number of events attended in 2016 was slightly lower than 2015 (1.5 vs 

1.7)
• Site visits & meetings were the top activities in order of preference, networking type 

events were less appreciated
• Unsurprisingly, the opportunity to learn from others and exposure to new ideas was the 

key benefit of meetings
• Of the items ranked as less important, software training got more than one mention, 

inability to motivate site managers to allow attendance at other events was also 
mentioned more than once

• Some excellent suggested improvements: mini-symposia, half-day lectures to go into a 
particular subject in detail rather than short presentations, workshops (e.g. our legal 
requirements). Maybe the 2018 Committee can introduce one or two of these.

• As a professional development platform BOHOGS was rated good by 76% and adequate 
by 24% of respondents. It would be good to see the “good” percentage climb in future 
years.

“Customer” satisfaction survey
For the full survey responses go to: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-

NN7SDWX28/



BOHOGS 2017 Supplier’s Day
Awarded Geotechnical Practitioner of the Year – GAVIN LOWING

For Gavin’s significant contribution to the field of Open Cut Geotechnical Engineering 
through the following endeavours:
• Initiation and co-ordination of industry involvement and presentations at universities in 

NSW and QLD
• Promoting mining geotechnical engineering training and qualifications to the board of 

AusIMM and the broader engineering community
• Vice Chair of BOHOGS, BBUGS and NUGS for 2017
• Successful organisation of BOHOGS sites visits
• ACARP geotechnical task force member UG and OC, and monitor across Underground 

(24015) and Open Cut Projects (26019, 25025, 25040, 26033) – this is just the current 
list!

• Sharing learnings and challenges to the geotechnical community at BOHOGS/BBUGS 
events

• Providing internal training within Peabody
• Complex design for Peabody projects including augering, Final Void Landform Stability 

Designs, Water Impoundment Structure Standards
• Development of Geotechnical failure Quantifier tool for open cut operations



BOHOGS 2017 Supplier’s Day
Service Awards

Service Award: Kim Peckett
For her significant contribution to BOHOGS, including five years on the BOHOGS 
committee, time as Vice Chair, Secretary, and being the primary organiser of 
NSW meetings.

Service Award: Jordan Hermann (Maptek)
For his dedication as a supplier and member of BOHOGS, generously 
volunteering free I-Site Studio training to Society members over the past five 
years.



BOHOGS EVENT
Thank You

Appreciation to:
• BOHOGS Members
• Suppliers Day Presenters
• BBUGS Committee and Supplier’s day organisers
• 2017 BOHOGS Committee Members



MEETING SPONSORS

Once more – thanks to our sponsors -

your support keeps this group “alive”

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors Silver Sponsors


